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· Follow up on the recommendations made by CEVI in the First Round: On September 19, 2008, the permanent missions and the Competent National Authorities (ANC) were sent the document containing Indicators for Following Up on the Recommendations of the Mechanism’s Committee of Experts (CEVI).  The deadline for replies to the Secretariat was November 30, 2008.

By the data of this report, replies had been received from only17 countries, despite two further requests for delivery by December 9 and January 2009, respectively.

· V Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI): The V Meeting of CEVI was held on June 25 and 26 to discuss the questionnaire for the second multilateral evaluation round. New Committee officers were also elected. Hilda Morales (Guatemala) was elected Coordinator and Asia Villegas (Venezuela) was elected Alternate Coordinator. The Secretariat has sent the experts the minutes of the meeting and the revised version of the questionnaire for their comments. 

The other topics pending, such as adoption of the report on indicators for the recommendations made at the First Multilateral Evaluation Round and CEVI’s two-year work plan, will be debated at the VI Meeting, possibly to be held in Venezuela, at a date still to be determined.

· Request for support from the States Parties in the form of human or financial resources: On January 9 a communication was sent to the ministers of foreign affairs, via the permanent missions to the OAS, asking them to support the Mechanism by contributing personnel to the MESECVI. There being almost no response to that request, it will be reiterated in October.  The ministers were also asked to appoint alternate experts for the CEVI, to facilitate the formation of a quorum for its meetings.

· Council of Europe: An OAS delegation visited the Council of Europe in follow up to the visit paid by Secretary General Terry Davis and Council staff last April. The objective of the visit was to strengthen inter regional collaboration in the areas of human rights, democracy, counter terrorism and cyber crime, fight against corruption, and violence against women.  The OAS delegation was headed by Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza, and comprised of Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, Victor Rico, Secretary of Political Affairs, and Mercedes Kremenetzky, acting Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission of Women. The head of the Law Reform Department, Directorate of Standard- Setting, Directorate General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs and the Co-Secretary of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly, the members of the Council expressed interest in the Convention of Belém do Pará and in the MESECVI, due to current plans in the European Union to draft a convention on violence against women.

· Participation in the United Nations Secretary-General’s campaign on eradicating violence against women: The CIM was invited to take part in the launching of the United Nations Secretary-General’s campaign on eradicating violence against women in Latin America.  To coordinate that participation and that of the other United Nations agencies involved, a teleconference was held on July 21, 2009, followed by an inter-agency meeting on September 2 to 4, 2009 in Panama City.
At said meetings, the CIM, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, agreed upon the participation of the OAS Secretary General and of the Executive Secretary of the CIM in the launching of the campaign in Guatemala on November 24 and 25, 2009.  It will also take part in the Knowledge Fair, to take place prior to the launching.  It will use the occasion to report on progress with implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará and the MESECVI aimed at preventing and combating violence against women in the region. Finally, the CIM offered to contribute its experience with negotiating conventions on women’s rights and on the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against them and with the establishment of mechanisms for monitoring and implementing them. 

· Joint work with the Department of Public Security (DPS):  At a meeting on July 27, 2009, the DPS, which pertains to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, expressed interest in working jointly with the CIM, in the latter’s capacity as Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, in two areas:

· Cooperation of the CIM with the recently established Inter-American Security Observatory (OIS), by providing relevant data and statistics (e.g., regarding femicide, number of protection measures, rates of sexual violence) obtained by the MESECVI in its Multilateral Evaluation Rounds.

· Presentation of a joint project with the CIM regarding the strengthening of legislative responses to feminicides/femicide in the region. Along those lines, the DPS also expressed interest in taking part in the organization of the seminar on femicide that the CIM has been discussing with American University’s Washington College of Law.

· Seminar on Femicide with American University’s Washington College of Law: The tentative date of the seminar was postponed until February, in order to take advantage of the CIM’s anniversary.  The Department of Public Security will participate and has offered to contribute funds to defray speakers’ travel expenses and produce a publication.

· Publicity: There are no more documents available from the Second Conference of States Parties containing the Hemispheric Report and Conclusions, Recommendations, and Agreements of the Conference. They are to be reprinted to satisfy demand from experts, delegates, and the general public.
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