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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SUMMITS VIRTUAL PLATFORM
VIRTUAL GENDER FORUM

This Executive Summary compiles the main comments and recommendations made during the Virtual Gender Forum, held from February 18 to 27, 2009, by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS), in coordination with the Summits Secretariat, as part of follow-up to the recommendations of the Third Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women – REMIM-III (November 13, 2008, Chile) of the CIM/OAS, to enable governments to mainstream gender into each of the themes of the Draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas. Representatives of international organizations, academia, the private sector, and civil society organizations from 15 countries of the region participated in the Forum.
/ The Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women's Rights (CLADEM) helped serve as moderator for the work.
/
MAIN COMMENTS AND CONCERNS
1. The Forum’s participants said that the states should pay attention to the marked inequality and inequity in the region as a basic premise for promoting human prosperity, and in this connection should ensure that all men and women have equal access to basic services, health, education, decent jobs, water, housing, etc., as a human right.
2. As regards human prosperity, it is a matter of concern that both poverty and inequality have “a woman’s face,” and a question was raised about classifying women among the “at-risk groups.”  The wage gap and labor segmentation and the multiple forms of discrimination confronting women are exacerbated when combined with factors related to racial/ethnic origin, African descent, class, sexual orientation, gender identity, disabilities, in addition to the lack of recognition for household work and legal discrimination in remunerated domestic work, etc.  Another concern is the serious situation that results in maternal deaths, and the weakness of public policies and laws guaranteeing sexual and reproductive health from a rights perspective.  Sociocultural patterns continue to be sexist and education has not adequately incorporated strategies to change them.  Barriers persist to access to information, the mass media, and new technologies, especially for poor women. 

3. With respect to the themes of energy security and environmental sustainability, areas of concern include: unequal access to natural and energy resources; unfair land distribution; and indiscriminate use of agri-toxics and the production of agrofuels, which affect health, lifestyles, the right to food, and the production methods of poor women.  States do not take into account the impact of natural disasters on women and do not consider human rights aspects in housing policies and in access to water and food security, to guarantee inclusion and equity in the distribution of benefits, with the active participation of women.
4. As regards public security, the focus was on gender-based violence, especially trafficking in persons, and its impact on women, children, and adolescents; aggression, intimidation, and mistreatment of women and children from needy populations inflicted in the name of efforts to fight crime and terrorism in parts of the region occupied by the military.  Displaced migrant women are victims of violence and human rights violations, while policies have no gender or human rights focus.  It is essential to review youth programs and the response to criminal gangs and their implications for women, ensuring that they are aimed at helping youths involved in crime, in the framework of security policies. 

5. Lastly, with regard to democratic governance, discussions centered on the Declaration’s clear ethical framework, political participation, and the development of women and populations, and on its guarantees of compliance with laws as challenges that the states and its leaders must assume to achieve democratic governance.  The states must develop policies and laws that remove cultural barriers so as to promote the political participation of women, children, and youths, eradicating stereotypes and discriminatory practices.  Civil society participation in monitoring mechanisms and social control measures is fundamental if government is to be democratic and inclusive.
MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Noteworthy among the recommendations for the Draft Declaration of the Fifth Summit are:
6. Gender mainstreaming throughout the Declaration; ensuring that the language used is inclusive and non-sexist, with alternative, understandable terms used to refer to persons with disabilities; and ensuring that all strategies and mechanisms for action–including follow-up and implementation of the Declaration–include the gender perspective and a crosscutting approach, taking into account women’s diversity and the comprehensiveness and interdependence of human rights.
/
7. The states, in collaboration with international organizations, are facing the challenge of promoting and guaranteeing higher levels of human development, growth with equality and equity, and the inclusion of women; and of guaranteeing decent jobs, health, and free, high-quality public education, with special attention paid to sexual and reproductive health and the commitment to reduce the number of maternal deaths; education that takes into account the needs and demands of women and is free from any type of discrimination and that fosters the participation and empowerment of women.
8. The states’ commitment to ensure environmental sustainability and energy sovereignty as the people’s heritage, in a context of solidarity, cooperation, and integration, including joint strategies for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD), as an integral part of the debate of the states of the Americas. The contributions of women must be recognized and the impact that energy security and environmental sustainability policies have on them must be recognized, with alternative energy projects and alternative production models that incorporate their needs and demands.
9. Guaranteeing the states’ compliance with human rights standards, under the conception of and through an integral development model, combining public security policies with economic and social policies with a view to reducing the gender, ethnic/racial, and socioeconomic inequalities found in discriminatory and violent social and institutional practices. The Declaration must mention gender-based violence, in particular domestic and family violence, under the public security theme, making specific reference to trafficking in persons when alluding to organized crime.
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10. The commitment of states and international organizations to develop policies and legislation to break down cultural barriers to promoting the political participation of women as an element of good governance, seeking to eradicate stereotypical thinking and discriminatory practices against women.  It is recommended that a commitment be made to ensuring civil society participation in monitoring mechanisms and social control measures to achieve inclusive democratic governance.
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�.	They consisted of representatives from the Southern Cone region (Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay), the Andean region (Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela), Central America (El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras), and the Caribbean (Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago), as well as Guyana and the United States.


�.	The structure used for the forum’s discussion and for presentation of the report followed the five main themes of the Draft Declaration: Promoting Human Prosperity, Promoting Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability, Strengthening Public Security, and Strengthening Democratic governance, as well as the topic on Follow-up to the Fifth Summit and its implementation from a gender perspective.


�.	It is recommended that special reference be made to the following, among other documents: OAS resolution AG/RES. 2435 (XXXVIII-O/08) on human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity; the Program of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (No. 4 on “access to reproductive health and sexual health services, including family planning”), and the concepts in the Convention of Belém do Pará, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Palermo Protocols, as fundamental inputs for the Declaration as relevant, in particular under the theme of human prosperity.
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